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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN JOBS ACT 

154. MR S.J. PRICE to the Premier: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s firm commitment to creating WA jobs, backing WA workers and 
ensuring WA businesses secure more work on government projects. Can the Premier update the house on how the 
landmark WA jobs law is putting WA jobs first? 

Government members: Hear, hear! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member Forrestfield for the question. As we know, since Labor has been in office, Western Australia’s 
unemployment rate has gone down. When the Liberal Party was in office, it was the worst in Australia—worse 
than in Tasmania and South Australia. That was its record. Under our government, jobs are our number one 
priority. You only need to drive over — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have warned you twice. You are on two; okay? Just listen to the 
answer. You might not like it, but listen. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You only need to drive over the Windan Bridge and look downstream and you will see the 
bridge being built by Western Australian workers. That is the bridge that the dear departed former Minister for 
Transport had scheduled to be built in some obscure fabrication yard in Malaysia, and it was never going to happen. 
It is now being built in Western Australia, because WA jobs are our number one priority. We passed the 
Western Australian Jobs Bill last year. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I have warned you three times. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The WA Jobs Bill requires companies bidding for work on government projects to develop 
local participation plans. Potential suppliers will have to outline the extent of local participation they are committed 
to in Western Australia, and those participation plans will be cemented into the contracts that are signed. 

Last Friday, I unveiled to an audience of around 350 local businesspeople at Crown Casino the WA Industry Link 
component of this policy, which is a new era in procurement for government in Western Australia. It is a central 
information source for businesses and state agencies on the potential opportunities for local industry to supply the 
state government. It will help ensure state government tender and contracting processes remain open, accountable 
and transparent. The WA Industry Link portal will provide an avenue for local industry to seek that advice. In any 
given year, through the state government and government trading enterprises, there is more than $20 billion of 
goods and services and capital works in Western Australia. It is a larger amount of spend than in the LNG industry 
and the gold industry; in terms of what they export, it is a larger spend. So members can imagine the extent of the 
opportunity for local businesses if we get this right. We are confident that we have got this right. We are going to 
make sure that local businesses are the winners out of these changes to procurement. The last government—the 
Liberal Party and the National Party—failed. We saw it in the complaints we received during our time in opposition 
from businesses across Western Australia. We want to make sure that local businesses and local workers come 
first, and this new procurement policy will ensure that that happens. 
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